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25th.—We made a noon camp to-day on 
\the north branch or fork of the river, and in 
| the afternoon travelled along the bank of the 
|stream. In about an hour’s march, we came 
to rocks, precipices, and cedar trees, and al- 
though we anticipated some difficulty and 
toil in the passage of the heights, we felt 
| glad to exchange them for the vast and weari- 
| some prairies we had left behind. Soon after 
PHILADELPHIA. we commenced the ascent, we struck into an 
sittin ta al aaa - |Indian path, very much worn, occasionally 
mounting over rugged masses of rock, and 
‘leaping wide fissures in the soil, and some- 

Our readers, we hope, will not think we | times picking our way over the jutting crags, 
overdo the matter by offering some further | directly above the river. On the top of one 
extracts from Townsend’s Narrative. We|of the stunted and broad spreading cedars, a 
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Journey across the Rocky Mountains. 


SEVENTH DAY, SEVENTH MONTH, 20, 1839. 


confess that in respect of pleasantness of 
style and entertaining incident, it is in our 


| bald eagle had built its enormous nest; and 
}as we descended the mountain, we saw the 


opinion superior to many a modern book of | callow young lying within it, while the anxi- 
travels of greater pretensions. om parents hovered over our heads, scream- 
we ‘ing their alarm. 

On the morning of the 24th of May we| In the evening we arrived upon the plain 
forded the Platte river, or rather its south | again; it was thickly covered with ragged 
fork, along which we had been travelling | and gnarled bushes of a species of wormwood, 
during the previous week. On the northern | (Arfemisia,) which perfumed the air, and at 
side, we found the country totally different in| first was rather agreeable. The soil was 
its aspect. Instead of the extensive and ap-| poor and sandy, and the straggling blades of 
parently interminable green plains, the mono-| grass which found their way to the surface 
tony of which had hecome so wearisome to| were brown and withered. Here was a poor 





the eye, here was a great sandy waste, with-| prospect for our horses; a sad contrast in- | 
out a single green thing to vary and enliven | deed to the rich and luxuriant prairies we had | 
the dreary scene. It was a change, however, | left. On the edges of the little streams, how- | 


and we were therefore enjoying it, and re-|ever, we found some tolerable pasture, and 


marking to each other how particularly agree- | we frequently stopped during the day to bait | 


able it was, when we were suddenly assailed | our poor animals in these pleasant places. 

by vast swarms of most ferocious little black| We observed here several species of small 
gnats ; the whole atmosphere seemed crowded | marmots, ( Arctomys,) which burrowed in the 
with them, and they dashed into our faces, | sand, and were constantly skipping about the 
assaulted our eyes, ears, nostrils, and mouths, | ground in front of our party. The short rat- 
as though they were determined to bar our/tlesnake of the prairies was also abundant, 
passage through their territory. These little|and no doubt derived its chief subsistence 
creatures were so exceedingly minute that, | from foraging among its playful little neigh- 
singly, they were scarcely visible; and yet their| bours. Shortly before we halted this even- 
sting caused such excessive pain, that for the| ing, being a considerable distance in advance 
rest of the day our men and horses were ren-|of the caravan, 1 observed a dead gopher, 
dered almost frantic, the former bitterly im- | (Diplostoma,)— a small animal about the size 
precating, and the latter stamping, and kick-| of a rat, with large external cheek pouches, 
ing, and rolling in the sand, in tremendous, |—lying upon the-ground; and near it a full 
yet vain, efforts to rid themselves of their| grown rattlesnake, also dead. The gopher 
pertinacious little foes. It was rather amusing | was yet warm and pliant, and had evidently 
to see the whole company with their nand-| been killed but a few minutes previously ; 


kerchiefs, shirts, and coats, thrown over their| the snake also gave evidence of very recent | 


heads, stemming the animated torrent. When| death, by a muscular twitching of the tail, 
we encamped in the evening, we built fires at; which occurs in most serpents, soon after life 
the mouths of che tents, the smoke from which | is extinct. It was a matter of interest to me 
kept our enemies at a distance, and we passed | to ascertain the mode by which these animals 
a night of tolerable comfort, after a day of | were deprived of life. I therefore dismounted 
most peculiar misery. from my horse, and examined them carefully, 

The next morning I observed that the faces | but could perceive nothing to furnish even a 
of all the men were more or less swollen,|clue. Neither of them had any external or 
some of them very severely, and poor Captain | perceptible wound. The snake had doubtless 
W. was totally blind for two days afterwards. | killed the quadruped, but what had killed the 
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\snake? There being no wound upon its body 
| was sufficient proof that the gopher had not 
|used his teeth, and in no other way could he 
cause death. 


I was unable to solve the problem to my 
satisfaction, so | pocketed the animal to pre- 
pare its skin, and rode on to the camp. 

The birds thus far have been very abun- 
dant. There is a considerable variety, and 
many of them have not before been seen by 
naturalists. As to the plants, there seems to 
be no end to them, and Mr. N. is finditig 
dozens of new species daily. In the other 
| branches of science, our success has not been 
|so great, partly on account of the rapidity 
and steadiness with which we travel, but 
chiefly from the difficulty, and almost impos- 
|sibility, of carrying the subjects. Already 
we have cast away all our useless and super- 
|fluous clothing, and have been content to 
tmnortify our natural pride, to make room for 
‘our specimens. Such things as spare waist- 
coats, shaving boxes, soap, and stockings, 
have been ejected from our trunks, and we 
are content to dress, as we live, in a style of 
primitive simplicity. In fact the whole ap- 
pearance of our party is sufficiently primitive; 
many of the men are dressed entirely im deer 
\skins, without a single article of civilized 


|manufacture about them; the old trappers 
and hunters wear their hair flowing on their 
shoulders, and their large grizzledi beards 
|would scarcely disgrace a Bedouin ef the 
desert. 


The next morning the whole camp was 
suddenly aroused by the falling of all the 
tents. A tremendous blast swept as from a 
| funnel over the sandy plain, and in an instant 
| precipitated our frail habitations like webs of 
gossamer. ‘The men crawled out from under 
the ruins, rubbing their eyes, and, as usual, 
muttering imprecations against the country 
and all that therein was; it was unusually 
early for a start, but we did not choose to 
pitch the tents again, and to sleep without 
them here was next to impossible; so we 
took our breakfast in the open air, devouring 
our well sanded provision as quickly as possi- 
ble, and immediately took to the road. 


During the whole day a most terrific gale 
was blowing directly in our faces, clouds of 
'sand were driving and hurtling by us, often 
| with such violence as nearly to stop our pro- 
gress; and when we halted in the evening, 
|we conid scarcely recognise each other's 
_ beneath their odious mask of dust and 

irt. 








| There have been no buffalo upon the plain 
| to-day, all the game that we have seen, being 
a few elk and antelopes; but these of course 
| we did not attempt to kill, as our whole and 
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undivided attention was required to assist our 
progress. 

28th.—We fell in with a new. species of 
game to-day ;—a large band of wild horses. 
‘They were very shy, scarcely permitting us 
to approach within rifle distance, and yet 
they kept within sight of us for some hours. 
Several of us gave them chase, in the hope 
of at least being able to approach sufficiently 
near to examine them closely, but we might 
as well have pursued the wind: they scoured 
away from us with astonishing velocity, their 
long manes and tails standing out almost 
horizontally, as they sprang along before us. 
Occasionally they would pause in their ca- 
reer, turn and look at us as we approached 
them, and then, with a neigh that rang loud 
and high above the clattering of the hoofs, 
dart their light heels into the air, and fly 
from us as before. We soon abandoned this 
wild chase, and contented ourselves with ad- 
miring their sleek beauty at a distance. 

In the afternoon, I committed an act of 
cruelty and wantonness, which distressed and 
troubled me beyond measure, and which I 
have ever since recollected with sorrow and 
compunction. A beautiful doe antelope came 
running and bleating after us, as though she 
wished to overtake the party; she continued 
following us for nearly an hour, at times ap- 
proaching within thirty or forty yards, and 
standing to gaze at us as we moved slowly on 
our way. I several times raised my gun to 
fire at her, but my better nature as often 
gained the ascendency, and I at last rode into 
the midst of the party to escape the tempta- 
tion. Still the doe followed us, and I finally 
fell into the rear, but without intending it, 
and again looked at her as she trotted behind 
us. At that my moment my evil genius and 
love of sport triumphed; I slid down from my 
horse, aimed at the poor autelope, and shot a 
ball through her side. Under other circum- 
stances, there would have been no cruelty in 
this; but here, where better meat was so 
abundant, and the camp was so plentifully 
supplied, it was unfeeling, heartless murder. 
It was under the influence of this too late 
impression, that I approached my poor victim. 
She was writhing in agony upon the ground, 
and exerting herself in vain efforts to draw 
her mangled body farther from her destroyer ; 
and as I stood over her, and saw her cast her 
large, soft, black eyes upon me with an ex- 
pression of the most touching sadness, while 
the great tears rolled over her face, I felt 
myself the meanest and most abhorrent thing 
in creation. But now a finishing blow would 
be mercy to her, and I threw my arm around 
her neck, averted my face, and drove my long 
knife through her bosom to the heart. 1! did 
not trust myself to look upon her afterwards, 
but mounted my horse, and galloped off to the 
party, with feelings such as 1 hope never to 
experience again. For several days the poor 
antelope haunted me, and I shall never forget 
its last look of pain and upbraiding. 

The bluffs on the southern shore of the 
Platte are, at this point, exceedingly rugged, 
and often quite picturesque; the formation 
appears to be simple clay, intermixed, occa- 
sionally, with a stratum of limestone, and one 
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THE FRIEND. 


part of the bluff bears a striking and almost 
startling resemblance to a dilapidated feudal 
castle. There is also a kind of obelisk, 
standing at a considerable distance from the 
bluffs, on a wide plain, towering to the height 
of about two hundred feet, and tapering to a 
small point at the top. This pillar is known 
to the hunters and trappers who traverse 
these regions, by the name of the “ chimney.” 
Here we diverged from the usual course, 
leaving the bank of the river, and entered a 
large and deep ravine between the enormous 
bluffs.* 

The road was very uneven and difficult, 
winding from amongst innumerable mounds 
six to eight feet in height, the space between 
them frequently so narrow as scarcely to 
admit our horses, and some of the men rode 
for upwards of a mile kneeling upon their 
saddles. These mounds were of hard yellow 
clay, without a particle of rock of any kind, 
and along their bases, and in the narrow 
passages, flowers of every hue were growing. 
It was a most enchanting sight; even the men 
noticed it, and more than one of our matter- 
of-fact people exclaimed, beautiful, beautiful / 
Mr. N. was here in his glory. He rode on 
ahead of the company, and cleared the pas- 
sages with a trembling and eager hand, look- 
ing anxiously back at the approaching party, 
as though he feared it would come ere he had 
finished, and tread his lovely prizes under foot. 

The distance through the ravine is about 
three miles. We then crossed several beau- 
tiful grassy knolls, and descending to the 
plain, struck the Platte again, and travelled 
along its bank. Here one of our men caught 
a young antelope, which he brought to the 
camp upon his saddle. It was a beautiful and 
most delicate little creature, and in a few days 
became so tame as to remain with the camp 
without being tied, and to drink, from a tin 
cup, the milk which our good missionaries 
spared from their own scanty meals. The 
men christened it “ Zip Coon,” and it soon 


became familiar with its name, running to) 


them when called, and exhibiting many evi- 
dences of affection and attachment. It be- 
came a great favourite with every one. A 
little pannier of willows was made for it, 
which was packed on the back of a mule, and 
when the camp moved in the mornings, little 
Zip ran to his station beside his long-eared 
hack, bleating with impatience until some 
one came to assist him in mounting. 


Conversion of an aged German Physician. 


In a letter from France by a correspondent 
of the New York Observer of recent date. 

The Archives of Christianity, a religious 
journal of Paris, lately published a letter 
written from Germany, containing an inte- 
resting account of the conversion of a physi- 
cian. This narrative deserves a place in our 





* These are called “ Scott’s Bluffs;” so named from 
an unfortunate trader, who perished here from disease 
and hunger, many years ago. He was deserted by 
his companions; and the year following, his crumbling 
bones were found in this spot. 


correspondence; I shall confine myself to 
abridging it in some places, and adding some 
reflections. 

Erdmann (such is the name of the physi- 
cian,) lately inhabited a small city in the 
north of Germany. He was a man of exten- 
sive attainments in science, great skill in his 
profession, and his benevolence to the sick 
and poor was highly commendable. But he 
was an infidel. ‘The happiness of believing in 
Jesus Christ crucified, the peace of the gos- 
pel, the riches which avail more than all the 
treasures of earth, the joy which surpasses all 
joys, were unknown to the old man’s heart. 

Yet his religious education had not been 
deficient. His father, a pious, conscientious 
man, had taught him from infancy the way 
of salvation; but the voung man obstinately 
resisted the exhortations, the warnings, and 
good example of his father. The scepticism 
of the present age exerted over him a great 
influence, and was still deeply rooted in his 
heart while pursuing his studies. The Ger- 
man universities were then infected by the 
poison of infidelity, which was disguised un- 
der the name of the progress of light. Theo- 
logians themselves, whuse duty was to watch 
with a holy jealousy over the sacred deposi- 
tory of their faith, perverted the gospel, and 
subjected it to the narrow bounds of their 
reason. Much more might lawyers, physi- 
cians, all who do not make a special study of 
theology, be expected to abandon themselves 
to the pride and folly of their wicked hearts 
in this deplorable period of infidelity! Chris- 
tianity seemed to be threatened with utter ex- 
tinction in Germany, leaving nothing in its 
place but dry and vague philosophical theo- 
ries | 

Erdmann partook of the errors of his co- 
temporaries. He lived for fifty years with- 
out prayer, without the Bible, without a pro- 
fession of religion, without God in the world. 
He viewed religion as proper enough for the 
ignorant populace, a good means of govern- 
ment, but of no use for enlightened men. His 
two great principles were, Ist, to live and let 
live; 2d, to do right and fear nobody. In 
these few words was summed up his whole 
system of theoretical and practical morality ! 
What morality ; what a wide door opened to 
the passions and every kind of licentiousness ! 
Evidently, when he undertook to do right, 
Erdmann understood only that he must ab- 
stain from what is forbidden by human laws, 
and be charitable to the poor. He did not 
believe it a sin to follow his corrupt propensi- 
ties. He thought he might lawfully indulge 
in the pleasures of the table, and frequent 
the gambling-house, and seek to drown the 
thoughts of the future; these views he held 
till he reached the age of seventy-six years. 

By degrees the infirmities of old age came 
upon him. He could hardly go abroad; he 
was alone, alone with his conscience ; he had 
neither wife nor children. In this lonely 
condition, he vented his bad bumour on his 
coachman and his aged female domestic. As 
he could not sleep, he passed almost all his 
nights in ringing for his servants and scold- 
ing them. He tried to deceive himself in 
regard to the approach of death; and, to 
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THE FRIEND. 


avoid painful reflections, he invited to his table progress of his sickness. After the first sa. | 
gay worldlings and infidels, with whom he | lutations, the sick man himself proposed the 
affected to eat with a good appetite and to/ question which had often troubled him, and 
enjoy himself. The parasites praised the old| which gave rise to the following conversa- 
man’s vigour, and promised him long years | tion :— 


to come, and unhappily he succeeded thus in| —Do you really believe, sir, enquired the 
banishing thoughts of the grave. physician, that the soul is immortal ? 
At this time Erdmann received the visit of} _—Doubtless, doctor, and this is little to 


an aged pastor, with whom he had studied at | believe ; I believe also that you and I will be, 
the university ; the pastor was a rationalist, |after our death, eternally happy or eternally | 
and denied all the vital doctrines of Chris- | miserable. 
tianity. Erdmann, who felt some uneasiness} —Prove it to me. 
of conscience, in spite of his efforts to stite| —It seems to me, without making many | 
its voice, asked him with a serious air: Do| words, that you carry the proof in your own 
you think it possible to prove satisfactorily| bosom. Whence come that fear and that 
that the soul of man is immortal? This ques- | anxiety which seize you at the bare thought | 
tion led to a conversation, the result of which| of death? Is it not your conscience testify- 
was, that the philosophical proofs of the im-|ing within you that there is, after death, | 
mortality of the soul are not conclusive, and | something to fear or to hope? 
that by the highest effort of reason we can | —Well, but prove to me that all this is| 
attain to no certainty in this important mat-| true; I ask for nroofs, and you do not expect’ 
ter. The aged rationalist preacher had no-| me, I suppose, to believe on the mere word 
thing more to say to the old man! How sad | of a young man like you. 
to see those who are called servants of Christ} —Surely not. And since you want testi-| 
thus false to all the duties of their office ! mony, we will listen to the words of a Being | 
But the Lord had designs of mercy for|who is older than you and me by eighteen | 
Erdmann. He led to the city in which the| hundred years: nay, who has existed from 
physician resided a young pastor, full of faith, |eternity. You have a Bible? 





piety and charity. Some friends advised Erd-| The physician thought a moment: Yes, | 
mann to call this young man to see him. Ha! |said he, I have one. 

do you think, he replied, shaking his head,| Then, calling his old house-keeper, he bid 
that I can learn of a young man what my |her search for a Bible in a book-case filled | 
friend, the aged pastor, so learned and ex-|with old rubbish. The book of God, which | 
perienced, could not tell me, though he has| he had not read since his confirmation, was | 
lived and studied fifty years longer than this| brought to him. The pastor took the Bible, 
young preacher. Occasion soon offered, how-| and read with deep emotion these words writ-| 
ever, of forming acquaintance with the young | ten upon a blank leaf of the book: “ J give 


nations to Erdmann, who listened with much 
attention and docility. 

—Yes, he exclaimed at last, yes, I wish to 
believe this; I must believe it. But if there 
is eternal life and eternal happiness, tell me 
how it is to be obtained. What must I do te 
make myself worthy to possess it? 

The pastor replied, that there were only 
two ways by which to enter heaven: the law 
and grace. If by the law a man undertakes 
to make himself worthy to obtain eternal hap- 
piness, he must keep this law in all its sanc- 
tity, its whole extent, its spirit as well as let- 
ter, without failing in a single point, without 
transgressing a single time; for one fault sub- 
jects man to condemnation as well as thou- 
sands and thousands of faults. Salvation can- 
not be acquired by the law, unless by fulfilling 
this law perfectly, completely and constantly. 

—If you have obeyed in this manner, the 
pastor added, you have a right to eternal life. 
But examine yourself very carefully. 

—QOh, no, no, said the sick man, I have 
not lived thus. And if things are as you tell 
me, all my past life is wasted, and I have no 
hope of eternal life. 

—I am happy to see, continued the pastor, 


|that you understand at last that God cannot 


Le satisfied with mere outward acts, with 
some marks of obedience, but that he de- 


/mands an entire holy life. A law would be 


no longer a law if it need only to be partially 
kept. 

—How does this make you happy? If 
you are right (and my conscience, I confess, 
agrees with you), J am lost/ for there is 
nothing good in my life, and [ cannot on the 


pastor. But the subjects of conversation were 


this Bible to my dear son Gottwerth, on the| 


brink of the grave make amends! 








unsuitable. The faithful servant of God wish-| eighth anniversary of his birth-day, and 1| —True; and you may add that, even if 
ed to speak plainly of death and the judgment | pray the God of all grace to be pleased by| you were young like me, and could live with- 
to a man who was so near the grave; but| the power of his Word and Spirit, to lead my| out sin till death, this would not make amends 
whenever he attempted to turn the conversa-| child to the true faith, and to a holy life and | for your previous sins. All the powers in the 
sation to these serious topics, he met with a happy death. W. Erpmann.” universe cannot alter facts, nor make them 
strong opposition from the physician, who! W. Erdmann, who wrote these lines, was| otherwise. But sins are facts of which God 
used the authority of age to change the sub-| the grandfather of the physician: a pious and is witness. 
ject. The pastor felt grieved, and resolved | zealous pastor, a distinguished Christian poet;} _—How then can any be saved? asked the 
to tell the old man frankly what he desired | his name is still cherished by Christians in| physician, in anguish ; how can I, myself, be 
to converse upon. The latter, without posi-|Germany, who sing with edification hymns | saved? I cannot offer to God, I see plainly, 
tively refusing, constantly deferred to another | which he bequeathed them as a rich legacy. |the good qualities which have been always 
time these important questions; he said, like} —yYou see, said the pastor, after reading |commended in me; I have done nothing for 
Felix, a more convenient season! At last the|to the doctor the words we have quoted, that God ; I have not kept his law. What can I 
pastor, tired of losing his time, said to him| your grandfather, who wrote these lines and | offer him? 
mildly, but seriously: Dear sir, I am very | left his Bible to his son, died long ago in the} —Offer him the merits and perfect right- 
grateful for the kindness with which you have | hope of a blessed immortality; your father|eousness of his Son; nothing else can save 
received me, a stranger as I am in this city, | followed him; they triumph now before the) you. 
and I would gladly prove the sincerity of my | throne of God with the assembly of the just} —I don’t understand you; explain yourself. 
gratitude; but the duties of my ministry make | made perfect ; we may join them them there.| —Do you not know, then, that God has 
my time so precious, that I can spend no more | [s not this your desire ? provided for and effected himself the salva- 
of it in idle conversation. If you desire sin-| —Yes, I confess it, replied the old man, | tion of sinners condemned by his law? 
cerely to converse with me of your soul and|with emotion; but how can I believe that} Here the pastor preached to the old man 
your salvation, let me’know it, and I will be | these things are true ? the good news of redemption by Jesus Christ. 
at your service instantly. The physician look-| Then the pastor explained to him, with the| He explained to him the agony of Jesus in 
ed a moment at the young man with an air) Bible in his hand, the truths of revelation.|the garden of Gethsemane (Luke xxii. 39 
of surprise and uneasiness; then, recovering | He laid down as the basis of his reasoning the | and —), and spoke to him of the ministry of 
from this first emotion, he reached his hand | great fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, | reconciliation with God according to the de- 
to him, saying, Well, when I call you, please | that fact which every reasonable man must|clarations of St. Paul (2 Cor. v. 14—21). 
to come and see me. admit, and which is confirmed by history. | ‘This doctrine of the love of God towards his 
Three days after, the pastor saw the phy-| But, when the miracle of the resurrection of | lost creature penetrated the conscience of the 
sician’s coachman come to his door for him. | Christ is well established, all the rest follows! sick man, and calmed his poignant anguish. 
He went immediately, and found Erdmann | of course, and the divinity of the gospel is| A light flashed across the darkness which had 
m bed, though heretofore the old man had | settled upon the most solid foundation. hitherto covered the soul of Erdmann; a heal- 
avoided lying down in order to conceal the} The Lord was pleased to bless these expla-| ing balm was poured into his wounded heart. 
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—Ah, yes! he cried, after a long and so- | tures, either reading them himself or asking | it will serve most happily to illustrate the 


lemn silence, this is good news which you \explanations of the servant of the Word of|topic now under consideration. This illus- 


tell me! 

But new doubts soon rose in his mind, and 
he asked, in an anxious tone: What can I do 
to believe on Jesus Christ, and to be assured 
that God will pardon my sins for His sake ? 

—This is the work of God, replied the pas- 
tor, that we believe in Him whom he hath 
sent. ‘The change in your views, during this 
interview, is his work. It is not I who have 
made it, nor you. If the thing depended on 
you, you would still indulge the fatal security 
in which you have lived so many years. 

—I believe it, but— 

—Don’t make the thing more difficult than 
it is. God offers you now his pardon, and 
free salvation acquired by the Saviour, and 
he cannot deceive you. 
you the faith which accepts salvation. 

—Pray! My God, I know not how to 
pray; I never prayed ! 

—You can easily pray. A person dying 
of hunger, or devoured with burning thirst, 
can ask for bread or water; so you can cry 
to God from the depths of your misery, and 
this will be praying. God does not expect 


of you, in order to your deliverance, that you | 


use fine phrases; he only waits for the desire 
of your heart. If you wish we will pray to- 
gether. 

The sick man gladly accepted this offer, 
and the pastor poured out his soul before God 
with all the ardour of his faith and love. God 
did not delay to manifest his grace. The phy- 
sician, who at first listened in silence to the 
prayer of the minister of Jesus Christ, soon 
began to repeat aloud each petition as it came 
from his mouth, until at last his heart melted, 
he burst into tears, and his friend stopped to 
mingle his tears with those of the old man. 
He took leave of him confident that God had 
accomplished a work of grace in the heart of 
Erdmann. 

Next morning the coachman of the physi- 
sian was at the door of the pastor, and he shed 
tears while relating the wonderful change ef- 
fected in his master. Formerly, said he, the 
physician had no rest the whole night; he 
was continually ringing, scolding and swear- 
ing. But yesterday evening he was so friendly 
with us! He requested us to go quietly to 
bed, because he wished himself to sleep. But 
the house-keeper remained in the chamber by 
the side of her master; she heard him pray 
and read the Bible aloud ; and at last he slept 
quietly. This morning he seemed very happy, 
and his first order was to send me for you, 
sir. 

The minister of Christ found the sick man 
in a good frame of mind, believing in his sal- 
vation, but imagining that he did not believe, 
because he was still ignorant or in doubt 
respecting some important religious truths. 
Erdmann interrogated the pastor on all these 
subjects, and this last replied by quoting pas- 
sages of Scripture. He added some verses of 
psalms, and the old man resolved to learn by 
heart the psalms which struck him most, that 
he might repeat them to himself during the 
silence of the long nights. He spent also a 
great part of his time in searching the Scrip- 


Pray that he give | 


'God. He attained at last the sweet assurance 
of this reconciliation with God by the perfect 
‘merits of the Saviour, and from that time his 
last days were passed in praise and thanks- 
giving. 

| [The letter then mentions that Erdmann 
conformed to the ceremony of taking the 
‘bread and wine, which he appeared to do 
| with great solemnity. ] 

| Four days after the physician received his 
/young friend with even more affection than 
‘usual, and reached him his hand, saying, I 
\think that I shall go to-day. The pastor 
prayed with him, and on taking leave, he 
‘recited with a feeble voice the beginning of a 
'psalm where the Christian expresses his firm 
confidence in Jesus Christ. When the pas- 
tor returned from divine service, the doctor 
was apparently in a quiet sleep. Erdmann 
had joined his grandfather and his father in 
heaven ! 

Thus, after a long life of infidelity, after a 
life wholly devoted to the interests and pur- 
suits of earth, this physician received grace 
to know the Lord. He was called at the 
eleventh hour of the day, so great are the 
compassion and patience of God! It is re- 
'markable that a few lines written a century 
before by a Christian pastor, was instrumentai 
in Erdmann’s conversion. This pastor did 
not think that these lines written on the blank 
‘leaf of a Bible would reach the heart of his 
grandson. But “the ways of God are not our 
ways, and his thoughts are not our thoughts.” 
The father, too, of Erdmann had mourned, 
while in his declining years, over the obdu- 
racy of his son, and never expected to see 
him come fo the cross of the Saviour; he had 
prayed, doubtless, and prayed much for the 
conversion of this wayward child. Fifty years 
afterwards his prayers were answered. O 
Christian parents, who desire the salvation of 








trious and most useful man descended from 
one of the numerous families of the Hugue- 
nots, who fled to this country from persecu- 
tion, after the revocation of the edict of 
Nantes, and of whom he has recorded this 
fact, that “he never knew one of them ask 
or receive,” so true is it that God remembers 
mercy for the posterity of those that love and 
fear his name. Born and educated in the city 
of New York, he studied and commenced the 
practice of law with eminent success, he en- 
tered into the service of his country, at the 
opening of our revolutionary struggle, at the 
early age of twenty-nine, was chosen a mem- 
ber of the first Congress, which met at Phila- 
delphia. From that period, till his final re- 
tirement, his whole life was a life of public 
service. He successively filled many of the 
most important offices in the gift of his coun- 
try. He was several times a member of the 
Continental Congress, of which body he was 
chosen president; he was a member of the 
Convention of his native State to form a con- 
stitution, and afterwards Chief Justice of the 
State. Subsequently he was appointed Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary to Spain; then one of 
the commissioners to negotiate a peace with 
Great Britain: then Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, and a short time acted as Secretary 
of State under Washington ; then Chief Jus- 
tice of the United States; then Envoy to 
Great Britain, and finally Governor of the 
State of New York, which station he occu- 
pied from 1795 till 18U1, when he finally re- 
tired from public life, at the age of fifty-six. 
In all these important offices, he maintained 
the same uniform character of integrity and 
uprightness ; and the duties of them he dis- 
charged with an ability and success never 
surpassed. His intellectual and moral en- 
dowments, were of the first order; and some 
of his early political papers were pronounced, 


your children, be not discouraged even when| by so great an authority as that of Lord 
you do not immediately see the fruit of your) Chatham, to be among the finest productions 


supplication and your labours. 


JOHN JAY. 
Of all the remarkable men who have borne 


of the master states of the world. He had a 
clear and perfectly we!l balanced mind, never 
clouded by prejudice, nor ruffled by passion, 
and controlled in all its purposes and acts by 
a constant sense of accountability to a higher 


a conspicuous part in the public concerns of| power. Perfectly just, candid and open heart- 


this country for the last fifty years, there is 
not one, in the estimation of the writer of this, 
whose memory deserves to be held in greater 
veneration, or whose character will stand 
fairer on the page of impartial history, than 
the late Chief Justice Jay. The following 
just tribute is from the Connecticut Observer, 
being an extract from a discourse delivered 
on a recent occasion by Dr. Hawes, the sub- 
ject of which was the Character and Influence 
of able Statesmen. 

Were I now to select, from the whole 
circle of our history, the man, in whom are 
most perfectly realised all those traits of cha- 
racter, which go to fill up my idea of truly 
great statesmen, I would fix upon the pure, 
disinterested, patriotic Joun Jay. And as l 
have here introduced his name, I will dwell 


ed, he was a safe counsellor in the most diffi- 
cult circumstances: a statesman of high, dis- 
interested aims; a judge of great capacity 
and learning ; and well has it been said of 
him, that when “ the spotless ermine of the 
judicial robe fell on John Jay, it touched no- 
thing not as spotless as itself.” His integrity 
was above suspicion. A thoroughly honest, 
upright man, he sought duty, and faithfully 
adhered to it, in all the transactions of life. 
His regard for the sacred oracles, and his 
constant sense of moral obligation, gave him, 
what most public men most egregiously want, 
the firm hold of a body of unchanging opi- 
nions. With him right and politic were identi- 
cal, and he could never have any fellowship 
with those politicians, who affect to find in 
public opinion the only standard of right and 
wrong. His disinterestedness was as remark- 


for a moment on his character, especially, as|able as his integrity. Human fame he re- 
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He lived to see the great principles and mea. | 
sures of government which he advocated, and | and we have had cause reverently to acknow- 
especially the British treaty, which he nego- 
tiated, and which at the time, btought upon 
him a world of odium and abuse, from the op- 
posing political party of the day—he lived to | conduct the concerns of the church that have 
see them all tested by time, and crowned with | come before us, in much brotherly love—to 
complele success. He survived all those who| the Lord be the praise. 
bad been personally opposed to him in politics, | acceptable company of several dear Friends 
and when he left the world, he probably had|from other Yearly Meetings, who have 
He stood among the} laboured to our comfort and edification.., 
living in the evening of his days, as the vene- 
rable patriarch of another age, revered and 
loved by all who knew him: exhibiting an 
example of true republican, Christian simpli- 
city, and waiting, like good old Simeon, in 
calmness and serenity of unclouded hope, the | 
time of his departure. I can think of no higher 
service which could be done to the young, 
aspiring minds of our country, than to per- 
suade them to read and study the life of John 
Jay. He stands among the purest and no- 
blest characters which this or any other 
country ever beheld. It is refreshing, amid 
the conflicts of party, and the selfish strifes of 
low demagogues, and little politicians, so 
common in our day, to contemplate a charac- 
ter at once so highly gifted in intellect, so 
pure, so disinterested so imbued with the fear | 
and the love of God, so in all respects, such 
as realises our idea of a great, wise, patriotic, | 
Christian statesman. It is no detraction from | 
the merits of Washington, to say, that our 
country is as much indebted to Jay, as to 
him, for its independence and prosperity. If 


garded as a bubble, and he gave it no place 
among his motives of action. Neither court- 
ing nor dreading the public opinion on the 
one hand, nor disregarding it on the other, he 
devoted himself to the service of his country 
from a sense of duty ; and from the same pure 
motive, he steadily adhered to what he re- 
garded as her best interests, till the close of 
life. He never sought for an office, nor de- 
clined, nor accepted one, but from conviction 
of duty : and as to all the low, selfish arts of 
demagogues, he held them in perfect abhor- 
rence. He used to say, and who does not 
believe it to be true, that from Absalom down, 
there had never been an honest demagogue. 
During the six years that he filled the go- 
vernor’s chair, not one individual was dis- 
missed by him from office, on account of his 
politics. His only question in appointing to, 
and retaining persons in office, was, is he 
qualified for the place; and so long as an 
officer discharged his duties with fidelity and 
ability, he was sure of being continued in his 
station. When in 1800, Mr. Jefferson, who 
was his political opponent, came into office 
of president, Governor Jay had it in his 
power to defeat his election, by calling to- 
gether the legislature of the state, at an 
earlier period than usual, to appoint electors. 
He was urged to do this by some able politi- 
cal friends: but he declined, and on the back 
of a letter received from one of them, relating 
to this subject, he wrote this short sentence ; 
it speaks volumes for his disinterestedness— 
‘* Proposing a measure for party purposes 
which I think it would not become me to adopt.” 
To crown all, he was a devoted Christian, a 
man of piety and prayer. He feared and loved 
God, and in all his doings, manifested a sa- 
cred reference to his will and glory. This 
gave stability to his character, purity to his 
motives, elevation to his aims, and consistency 
to his whole life. His patriotism was of a 
pure arid lofty character, because it was based 
on virtue, and guided by the precepts of the 
gospel; and he would never sacrifice the 
smallest point of truth and right to any mea- 
sures of expediency whatever. In 1785, he 
was elected president of the New York So- 
ciety for the manumission of slaves ; and had 
his counsels prevailed, there would not, at this 
day, have been a single slave in our country. 
While in Spain, this subject occupied his 
thoughts ; and in a letter to a friend in this 
country, he wrote thus: “ Till America comes 
into this measure,” the measure of emancipa- 
tion, “ her prayers to heaven will be impious. 
I believe God governs the world, and I be- 
lieve it to be a maxim in his, as in our court, 
that those who ask for equity, ought to do 
it.” 

In 1821 he was chosen president of the 
American Bible Society, which office he held 
till the year previous to his death, when in- 
creasing age and infirmities obliged him to 
resign it. He died at his residence in Bed- 


ford, in 1829, in the eighty-fourth year of his’! 


age. His sun went down full orbed and 
bright. Not a cloud, not a spot obscured its 
radiance. He sunk quietly to rest, full of 
years and full of honours; and his works 
aod his character remain to bless posterity. 


not an enemy in it. 


first in the cabinet. Their spheres of influ- 
ence were different. Washington was great 


around which the country could rally. Jay 
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Washington was first on the field, Jay was 


in arms, and great as holding up a standard 


was great in council, in negotiation, in con- 
solidating and giving a wise direction to our 
government in those most perilous times, 
which immediately preceded and followed the 
formation of our present constitution. But we 
need not be careful to fix the relative merits 
of these two illustrious men. They both acted 
a most conspicuous and useful part on the 
stage of our public affairs: in life they loved 
and confided in each other as bosom friends: 
and though at death they were separated for 
a season, we cannot doubt that they are now 
reunited in a purer and happier world, and are 
enjoying the rewards of good and faithful 
servants in the kingdom of glory. 

O come the day when other statesmen, such 
as these, shall rise to guide our counsels, and 
bless the nation with the hallowed, uniting 
influence of talent combined with integrity, 
disinterestedness, and the love of God. 


EPISTLE 


From the Yearly Meeting of Friends for New 
Englund, to its subordinate meetings. 


Being again permitted to meet in our an- 
nual Assembly, our dear absent Friends have 
been affectionately brought to our remem- 
brance, and we have been desirous that they 
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Our meeting has been large and solemn; 


ledge that the wing of ancient goodness has 
been in measure mercifully over us, and 


inder its covering we have been favoured to 


We have had the 


By the answers to the queries, it appears 


that there are many deficiencies within our 
borders, and we have been brought earnestly 
to desire that there may be an increased 
concern among our members, individually, 
{uithfully to labour for their removal. A ne- 
glect of attending meetings for divine wor- 
ship, particularly in the middle of the week, 
and a want of love and unity are among the 
painful deficiencies that are brought into 


view. Love to God and love to man—on 
these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets. When we remember our 
dependence upon Almighty God; when we 
reflect that every blessing that we enjoy, 
both temporal and spiritual, proceedeth from 
Him; that all things were formed, and are 
still sustained, by the voice of His power; 
that it is of His mercy that we are not con- 
sumed ; how can we neglect the reasonable 
service of assembling ourselves together to 
worship Him? And how, beloved Friends, 
can we put up our petition to Him, that He 
will be pleased to forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
while we continue to harbour in our hearts 
unkind feelings towards a brother? If we 
are wanting in these two most essential quali- 
fications of the Christian—love to God and 
love to man—it is in vain for us to attempt 
to support availingly, any of our religious 
principles and testimonies; and we have been 
|renewedly made sensible that a deficiency 
herein has led to the other departures that 
have been brought to our notice. Let us, 
dear Friends, scrupulously examine ourselves, 
and know the condition of our hearts in this 
respect. 


| 


Among the failures in duly maintaining our 
religious testimonies, we notice with sorrow, 
some of a military nature. The faithful sup- 
port of our religious views of the peaceable 
nature of the gospel of Christ, has been felt 
by us at this time to be of great weight. 
We believe that our predecessors in religious 
faith had their minds divinely illuminated to 
junderstand the teachings of Clirist and his 
| Apostles on this subject, and that it is our 
|duty to endeavour to come up faithfully in 
| their foutsteps. There are, as we apprehend, 
lerrors on either hand on this important doc- 
trine; but we earnestly crave for our members 
that they may be preserved on the ancient 
Christian ground of our religious society ; be- 
lieving that they will find this to be practical 
and safe ground for them to stand upon. 


It is a day, beloved Friends, when the eyes 


i 
| 





might be partakers to some extent with us, 
in the exercises and interesting concerns that 
have claimed our attention. 


of the people are much turned towards us; 
and we have ardently coveted that our light 
might so shine before men that they, seeing 
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our good works, may glorify our Father who| 
is in heaven. JOHN STORER. 


The doctrine of the necessity of the imme-| Jt is probable that of those who have joined 
diate qualifying power of the Holy Spirit, in| the society of Friends from convincement 
order for the discharge of religious duty, has of the truth of its religious principles, and 
ever been a fundamental principle of our | afterwards became distinguished promulgators 
Society, and must continue to be acknow- | thereof as guspel ministers, a larger number 
ledged by all faithful Friends as being neces-| have come to us from the Episcopal church 
sary for us practically to receive. Our tes-| than from any other denomination of profess- 
timonies against war, oaths, slavery, &c.,|ing Christians. Of this class, was the valued 
are religious testimonies ; and we believe we | friend whose name is placed at the head of 
can only successfully plead them before the | his essay ; he twice visited this country as a 
world, or effectively enforce them upon others, | minister; his last visit is yet fresh in the re- 
as we receive this heavenly qualification from | aehunded of many friends advanced in 
the Great Head of the church. years, whilst those who recollect his first 

This meeting has been introduced into | visit in 1759, must be few indeed. 
much concern, that our members may be} Jobn Storer was born at Nottingham, in 
preserved from attempting, in their own time | England, the 1st of the first month, 1725-6, 
and strength, to do the work of the Lord.|and had his education in the way of the 
Remember the declaration of the dear Re-| national church, but was addicted in his 
deemer—“ My time is not yet come: but} youth to the vain and pernicious customs of 
your time is always ready.” And we have 
been led to fear that, in associating with} 
others who do not acknowledge, as we do, | grown to the state of manhood, he was 
the need of this immediate, divine qualifica- thoroughly enabled to withdraw from his un- 
tion, in order for the performance of religious | profitable companions, to forsake his vain 
duties, we are in great danger of neglecting amusements, and seek after something that 
this fundamental principle, and of attempting | could afford true peace and comfort to his un- 
to act with them in our own strength and| settled mind. After having ardently sought 
zeal ; and thus lose that ability to labour suc-| this amongst zealous professors of divers de- 
cessfully in the Lord’s cause which He is! nominations, he at length attended the meet- 
pleased graciously to vouchsafe to those whom | ings of Friends, was convinced of our reli- 
He calls into His service. And under this gious principles, and was joined in membership 
feeling of concern, we believe it right for us| in the 22d year of his age. After enduring 
tenderly to persuade our dear Friends to|the necessary preparatory baptisms, he ap- 
avoid mingling with the various associations peared in public testimony in his 26th year, 
of the day, for the support of those Christian in an acceptable manner, and through dedi- 
testimonies which our Society has peculiarly | cation to the Lord’s work, experienced a 
felt itself called upon to bear before the| growth in his gift, his testimony being attend- 
world; but keeping together as a religious) ed with life and power ; and he found it fre- 
body, in love—looking unto the great Helper) quently required of him to travel abroad in 


of His people for holy assistance, we may | divers parts in the exercise of the ministry 
yet trust, in the Lord’s own good time, to be| which he had received. 


in some measure the humble instruments in| He twice visited this country, as intimated 


His hand of doing His heavenly will. above, and took with him, on his return home, 
Oh! dear Friends, let us be engaged to/ testimonials of the unity of friends, and the 
watch unto prayer; let us gather home in the} acceptance of his religious labours. He visit- 
spirits of our minds unto the Great Shepherd ed Ireland and Scotland in the like service ; 
and Bishop of souls, and reverently wait upon | also every county in England, and some 
Him; that thus we may be preserved from | of them several times. ‘The travail of his 
the spirit, the maxims and the policy of the spirit appeared to be great for the arising of 
world that leads unto death. May we be| divine life in our religious meetings, and he 
favoured to abide in Christ—* As the branch was often enabled to preach the gospel ina 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in| clear, lively, and powerful manner. He was 
the vine ; no more can ye, except ye abide in very serviceable in meetings for discipline, 
me.” And now, beloved Friends, farewell.| being weighty in spirit, and sound in judg- 
We desire that in simple faith we may com-| ment; and his labours of love in public, and 
mit ourselves into the preserving hand of|in a more private way, gained for him an 
Him “who ‘is able to keep us from falling, | honourable esteem with his friends. 
and to present us faultless before the presence) The last time he left home, was to attend 
of His glory with exceeding joy—to whom | the yearly meeting in London, which he ac- 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power | complished; but on his return, he was taken 
for ever.” ill in Lincolnshire, yet was able to reach the 
Signed by direction, and on behalf of our|house of his friend, Joseph Burtt, in that 
Yearly Meeting of Friends for New Eng-| county, where his complaint increased upon 
land, held on Rhode Island, from the 16th to| him ; during his short illness, he was mostly 
the 21st of the sixth month, inclusive, 1839. | fayoured with his understanding, and uttered 
Apranam Suearman, Jr., Clerk. | some lively and comfortable expressions, sig- 
Hannan Gouton, Jr., Clerk. nifying the thankfulness he felt that he had 


For ** The Friend.” 





visit him by his divine grace, that, when 





bits given up in his youthful days to run on the 
Lord’s errands; and if it should please the 
Lord to remove him at that time, he believed 





the world; yet it pleased the Almighty so to| 


all would be well, the work was done, and 
recommending all to diligence, he said, “The 
most diligent, when they come to lie ona sick 
bed, will find themselves uprofitable servants, 
and will have nothing to spare,” with more to 
the like purport. 

His wife being sent for, she arrived a few 
hours before he died; he was quite sensible, 
and spoke cheerfully to her, though he was 
not disposed to say much; but during the 
night, as one was supporting him up in bed, 
he said, very emphatically, “ Take care and 
don’t overset the light and the life; that 
makes grievous work.” A little before he 
departed, he appeared to be deeply exercised 
in supplication, though all that could be dis- 
tinctly understood was, ‘“ Amen, amen !” and 
a little after, “Amen, amen!” Soon after, 
he drew his breath easily, like one going to 
sleep, and quietly departed on the 6th of the 
sixth month, 1795, aged about 694 years, 
having been a minister about 43 years. His 
body was interred in Friends’ burying ground, 
at Nottingham, after a solemn meeting. 
There is abundant cause to believe that, 
through deep baptisms of spirit, and faithful- 
ness in the discharge of his religious duties, 
he was prepared for an entrance into the 
everlasting kingdom of rest and peace. 

May those whom the Lord is visiting in 
our day, by his light and grace, in order to 
redeem them from the spirit of the world, 
and prepare them to bear testimony to his 
spiritual kingdom, which stands not in word 
but in power, be faithful to the intimations of 
His will, not reasoning with flesh and blood, 
that thus a band of successors may be raised 
amongst us, of divinely qualified instruments, 
making use of the gifts dispensed to them in 
the power of the resurrection and life of 
Jesus, that so the church may be edified, 
lukewarm professors warmed, the mourners 
in Zion comforted, and the instruments them- 
selves, kept in a state of lowly watchfulness 
through faith unto salvation, may be enabled 
to believe, should their Lord and Master call 
them to their final account at an unexpected 
moment, that all would be well, their work 
done, and they prepared to hear the invita- 
tion to enter into the joy of their Lord. 

T. 


Aner 
ADVICE TO YOUTH. 


A few weeks past (see page 285, No. 36,) 
we inserted an affectionate address to youth. 
The short introduction of a most valued cor- 
respondent which accompanied that address, 
coupled with it another, which was intended 
to follow the ensuing week. It, however, at 
that time escaped attention; and now, in 
bringing it into view, we commend it to the 
attention of our younger readers, as richly 
deserving their most serious consideration. 


To the Youth of Norwich Meeting. 


Dear Young Friends, 

Let me request your attention to the fol- 
lowing lines. The subject nearly concerns 
you. Despise not the counsel of One who has 
often looked upon you with tender regard, and 
been secretly engaged on your account, that 
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the many gracious visitations of divine love 
and mercy to you might be affectionately re- 
ceived and duly prized by you. 
cerely embrace them in humble resignation, 
and faithful obedience, the power of truth 
will preserve you, and the fresh springs of 
life increase, and establish you in the saving 
knowledge of God; but if you choose the 
ways of the world, and walk after the sight 
of your eyes, and the imaginations of your 
hearts, rejecting the gentle drawings and in- 
ward reproofs of his Holy Spirit, you not only 
forsake your own mercies for lying vanities, 
but also put a high indignity and affront upon 
the Sovereign Majesty, the great Judge of the 
quick and dead, who is every where a present 
observer of our conduct, and too jealous of his 
honour to suffer, without displeasure, the fro- 
ward will of the creature to have the prefer- 
ence in any to his just and holy will; and who 
will not force those into felicity who refuse 
his gracious offers. 

Unless you take up your daily cross to 
selfish indulgences and carnal gratifications, 
you cannot be the disciples of Christ, nor in- 
herit those enjoyments which are of a divine 
and permanent nature. “If ye live after the 
flesh, ye shall die; but if ye through the Spi- 
rit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall 
live. For as many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, they are the sons, or children of 
God.”—Rom. viii. To follow the Lamb, 
whithersoever he leads, is the only way to 
true and lasting happiness, notwithstanding 
the deceitful flatteries of a degenerate world, 
and the delusive persuasions of corrupt nature 
to the contrary. 

The subtile enemy of your peace begins 
with fair shows and plausible temptations in 
things which, to inexperienced minds, appear 
of small concern. He knows, should he at 
once attempt you with manifest iniquities and 
obvious impieties, it would shock your ten- 
derness, and defeat his destructive intentions. 
He therefore seeks first to ensnare you, by 
secretly operating upon the complacency of 
your natural tempers, and your aversion to 
give disgust, by putting forward and height- 
ening your natural desires, rather to please 
than profit yourselves and others, in your de- 
portment and converse ; and also to betray 
you into an ill-grounded shame of godly con- 

















If you sin- | connections, unhappy marriages, and, in brief, 


life of Christ, to render it so unguarded as to 
make way for the introduction of unsuitable 


every kind of corruption and misery. 

Be entreated, therefore, to beware in time | 
of every approach towards a false liberty in 
the smallest matters, lest they prove intro- 
ductions to greater. Guard strictly against 
every thing that would lead you to slight the 
tender touches and convictions of divine grace. 
Withdraw from alluring objects. ‘To tamper 
at all with temptations is to lose ground. I[t 
is vain to imagine you can go what length 





lead out of the fear of God, divert you from 
daily attention upon him, and indispose you 
for humble walking with him. 

Who in their proper senses, would lose an 
eternal mansion in the heavenly Jerusalem 
and paradise of God, for the paltry pleasures 
and silly satisfactions which must shortly end 
in everlasting bitterness? Shall the decking 
of these perishable bodies, the vanity of this 
uncertain life, the gratification of sense, the 
lure of idle associates, or the apprehension of 
derision from persons ignorant of the virtue 
and power of truth, or unfaithful to it, have 


you please, and no further; that you may | greater impression with you than the love of 
securely temporize to a certain degree, or to; Him that made you, the favour of him that 
just such a pleasing point of compliance as/| sustains you, and a state of immutable bless- 
you are now tempted to, in behaviour, dress, | edness with him in the realms of eternal light 
and language, in order to appear genteel,|and glory? Make not so miserable a choice 
candid, well-bred, intelligent, polite; and to|and preference, but practically adopt this 
escape the disagreeable sensations of false| apostolic advice: “ Be ye not conformed to 
shame, and the reflections of being stupid,|this world; but be ye transformed by the re- 
mulish, and Quaker-like. This leads into|newing of your minds, that ye may prove 
liberty, but it is the liberty of the flesh, | what is that good and acceptable, and perfect 
which is in reality the bondage of corruption. | will of God.” Rom. xii. 

Content not yourselves with a birth in the| To behold blooming youth renouncing those 
Society ; but seek to secure a birthright in| temptations and appearances of present advan- 
the truth; without which the first w-ll not|tage, which captivate the generality of their 
avail you in the sight of God. Let the Spirit | cotemporaries, for the sake of that glorious 
of Truth govern your inclinations; for what-|truth which leads, under the cross, to the 
ever inclination you give your affections to,|crown immortal, cannot fail of being accept- 
or passionately espouse, will prove your mas-|able to God and good men. “I rejoiced 
ter. Indulge not an eager curiosity: it led|greatly,” saith the good apostle, “that I 
Dinah to dishonour, and became the ruin of | found of thy children walking in truth.” “I 
acity. Be cautious of your company; for|have no greater joy than to hear that my 
that will affect both your manners and cha- | children walk in truth.” J. P. 
racter, and eventually your future state. Hu- 
mour not the carnal mind in dressing your) ,xyewrers TO SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS. 
mortal, changeable, uncertain bodies, beyond ; ; 
what truth warrants, and decency requires;,| _(7-The following was written by a friend 
for more is not decoration, but disguise, which |Of mine, and I thought it merited a place in 
in the ultimate runs into deformity, and ad- the columns of “ ‘The Friend.” 
ministers offence to him who resisteth the A Constant Reaper. 
proud, but increaseth grace to the humble. ~ 


Flatter not the vanity of those who look for 
a plural address to themselves, whilst they 
treat their Maker in the singular number; 
as if Infinite Omnipotence was less, or less 
worthy, than the poor creature, whose very 
breath and being is not one moment at his 
own disposal. 

I would beseech you who are conscious 
that you have already been turned aside or 


versation and pious walking, and a breach of | stumbled at the cross, proceed no further, but 


the due adherence to those distinguishing pe- 
culiarities which the truth has led its faithful 
followers into, and placed as an exterior hedge 
of preservation about them. These the blind 
world calls affected singularities, and clownish 
absurdities, and styles the disregard and dis- 
use of them an innocent freedom, and prudent 
demeanour. Thus the insidious adversary leads 
first into partial compliances, and proceeds by 
making every succecding step towards a cap- 
tivating conformity appear trivial and of no 
consequence. By this means he deludes the 
weak and unwary gradually to assimilate with 
the world, in language, in dress, in behaviour, 
in the superfluity and folly of its modes and 
fashions, in its corrupt associations, and poi- 
sonous diversions, the natural tendency of all 


which is to entangle, darken, and debase the | flatteries, formal visits, idle pastimes, and 
mind, and by alienating it from the light and 


fly to the great Redeemer, who so wonder- 
fully condescended from the heights of im- 
mortal glory, took a painful humanity upon 
him, and bled for us, that he might bring us 
to celestial enjoyments, and for that end trod 
the most thorny paths, and left us the fairest 


Answer to Essay, Question No. 2d, in the 7th 
number of the Friendly Visitant.* 


Where is the Mount of Olives, and on what 
| occasions is the place mentioned in the New 
Testament ? 

It is situate east of Jerusalem, and is sepa- 
rated from the city by the brook Kidron, and 
the valley of Jehoshaphat. The nearest part 
is somewhat less than a mile distant from the 
city. It has three summits, ranging from 
north to south. It was divided into several 
districts, among which were, Gethsemane, 
Bethphage, and Bethany ; and within those 
districts respectively were situated towns or 
villages of the same name. 

“So commanding is the view of Jerusalem 





example of humility, meekness, resignation, | afforded [from this mountain],” says Dr. 
purity, and the most perfect plainness in| Clark, “that the eye roams over all the 
every respect. Slight not the pattern he set, | streets, and around the walls, as if in a survey 
but follow it, for his blessed sake, and for the | of a plan or model of the city.” [* Hence 
security of your own happiness ; shun all the |the observation of the evangelist that Jesus 
gilded baits, the fair-seeming caresses of a| beheld the city and wept over it, acquires ad- 
delusive world, in small matters as well as/| ditional force.”] “Towards the south ap- 
great, for they are all one in nature, though) pears the lake Asphaltites (or Dead Sea), a 
different in degree. Beware of the little noble expanse of water, seeming to be within 
foxes; they crop the tender buddings of the) a short ride of the city, but the real distance 
vine of life. Studiously avoid all friendships, | is much greater. Lofty mountains enclose it 





parties of pleasure, which in any measure * A monthly periodical, by Joseph Talcott. 





with prodigious grandeur. To the north are 
seen the verdant and fertile pastures of the 
plain of Jericho, watered by the Jordan, 
whose course may be distinctly discerned.” 

This mountain was the scene of some of the 
most interesting and remarkable occurrences 
recorded in the New Testament. It was from 
this place that Christ made his humble, yet 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem ; it was here 
that he uttered that wonderful prophecy of 
the unperalleled calamities which should at- 
tend the destruction of the city, concluding 
his discourse with the parable of the ten vir- 
gins, and the talents, and the description of 
the general judgment when “ the Son of man 
shall come in his glory.” It was at Geth- 
semane, on one part of this mount, that he 
underwent that extreme anguish, when “ his 
sweat was as it were great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground ;” and it was from 
the borders of Bethany, on another part, that 
he ascended into heaven, after he had “ show- 
ed himself alive after his passion, by many 
infallible proofs, being seen of the Apostles 
forty days, and speaking of the things per- 
taining to the kingdom of God.” 

Answer to Essay, Question No. 3, in the 7th 
number of the Friendly Visitant. 

What accounts are there in the Bible of 
the use of Slings, and when were war and 
retaliation forbidden ? 

Slings appear to have been much used 
among the Jews as an instrument of war. 
The children of Benjamin, at the time the 
rest of Israel declared war against them, had 
“seven hundred chosen men,” every one of 
whom, “ could sling stones at an hair breadth, 
and not miss.” Uzziah prepared for his great 
army, “throughout all the host, shields, and 
spears, and helmets, and habergeons, and 
bows, and slings to cast stones.” The en- 
counter of David with Goliath, when be was 
enabled, with nothing but a sling and a few 
smooth stones from the brook, to prevail over 
the terror of the Israelitish army, is familiar 
to every one. Besides by.slings, stones were 
sometimes thrown by engines or machines, as 
appears from 2 Chron. xxvi. 15, where it is 
stated that Uzziah “ made in Jerusalem en- 
gines, invented by cunning men, to shoot ar- 
rows and great stones.” 

It is worthy of remark, that in the de- 
scriptions of war and battles given in the Old 
Testament, there is none of that false glare 
thrown over the deeds of conquerors, which 
is so common among modern historians. We 
observe, indeed, even at an early period of 
Jewish history, proofs of the Divine prefer- 
ence of that peaceable and non-resisting spirit, 
which was afterwards so fully exnibited in the 
gospel. Melchisedec, “ priest of the most 
high God, to whom Abraham gave a tenth 
part of the spoils,” was distinguished as 
“ King of Peace.” The apostle Paul speaks 
of the son of the bond-woman, and the son of 
promise, the former to be “ cast out.” An 
examination of their history in Genesis will 
show that Ishmael the son of the bond-wo- 
man was a warrior; while Isaac the son of 
promise, was remarkable in many of the dis- 
tinguished acts of his life, as a man of peace. 





























THE FRIEND. 


Abraham was never engaged in war after the | 
memorable promise, “Iu thy seed shall all 
Jacob 
is no where in the history of his life recorded 
as having engaged in military employment. 
In a later period of Jewish history, we find 
that David intended to build a temple to the 
Lord, but was forbid on the grounds of having 
been a warrior and caused the effusion of 
human blood. Many of the most eminent and 
pious characters deseribed in the Old Testa- 
ment, were distinguished for their eG 
t Is 
also to be observed that the circumstance that 
the children of Israel were bound to “ enquire 
of the Lord” in all their military expeditions, 
implied that there could be no general per- 
The necessity of 
special permission implies general prohibition. 

But it was at the advent of the era, foreshown 
in prophetic vision, when nations should beat 
their swords into plough-shares, and their 
spears into pruning-hooks, should not lift up the 
sword against each other, nor learn war any 
more, that all war was wholly prohibited. It 
was then that He, who “came not to destroy 
men’s lives, but to save them,” commanded 
his followers and all mankind, to resist not 
evil—to love their enemies, that they might 
be the children of their Father who is in 
heaven, “ who maketh his sun to shine on the 
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the 
The transcendent 
excellence of this heavenly precept, he exhi- 
bited in his own life in the most impressive 
manner; through the whole course of his 
ministry on earth, he endured the “ contra- 
diction of sinners;” he patiently received the 
derision and cruel scourging .of the Jews; 
“‘when he was reviled, he reviled not again, 
when he suffered he threatened not,” although 
he could have commanded legions of angels ; 
and he prayed for the forgiveness of his ene- 
mies when about to suffer from their hands, 
the painful and ignominious death of cruci- 


the families of the earth be blessed.” 


and forgiveness of personal injuries. 


mission to engage in war. 


just and on the unjust.” 


fixion. 


STANZAS. 


Thick mists enshroud us, drear and dark 
Our ocean pathway lies before us, 
Yet swiftly glides our little bark, 
The pilot’s eye still watching o’er us. 
Yet, shall we trust to him alone, 
Forgetful of that higher power 
Whuse might and majesty are shown 
In danger’s dark impending hour? 


By land and water, sea and shore, 
He stills the elements’ commotion, 
The earthquake’s shock, the thunder’s roar, 
The biilowy and tempestuous ocean. 
And the mind's sea, its wildest storm, 
Alike is subject to his will; 
When tempests dark its skies deform, 
He bids the troubled waves be atill. 


Yes, even in the darkest hour, 
When sorrow’s wave the soul submerges, 
His gracious omnipresent power 
Can still affliction’s heaving surges. 
Then let not Faith's bright lamp grow dim, 
Though high the angry billows rull, 
But be niy confidence in Him, 
The Life-preserver of my soul. 


L. I. Sound, 6th mo. 25th. 


For “ The Friend.” 


Apa. 


THE FRIEND. 


SEVENTH MONTH, 20, 1839. 




















We have received copies of the Liberia 
Herald for third, fourth, and fifth months 
last, the literary matter of which is in consi- 
derable variety, and, generally speaking, very 
creditable both as to style and sentiment, 
moral and religious. They do not furnish 
much adapted to our columns; one or two 
articles, however, we have marked for future 
use. We sincerely regret to observe in them 
evidence painfully abundant that in several of 
the settlements they continue to be disturbed 
with warlike collision with the proximate 
native tribes, and that such hostile demon- 
Strations are met by the colonists, or rather 
by the colonial government, by measures of re- 
taliation; in other words, they deem themselves 
under the necessity to maintain their foothold 
there, at the point of the bayonet—at the 
cannon’s mouth!!—We may possibly recur 
to this circumstance at a future time. 

We feel obliged to the friend who kindly 
supplied us with a copy of the brief but ex- 
cellent epistle issued by the late Yearly Meet- 
ing at Newport, inserted to-day. It is sound 
in doctrine, and pertinent to the occasion and 
the times in which we live. 


” —_— 


HAVERFORD SCHOOL. 


The winter term of this institution will 
commence on fourth day, the 9th of tenth 
month next. It is desirable that parents or 
guardians intending to enter students should 
forward their names to the undersigned as 
early as convenient. The terms are $250 
per annum, payable as follows, viz. $75 at 
the commencement, and $75 at the middle of 
the winter term, and $100 at the opening of 
the summer term. Copies of the late annual 
report, with such further information as may 
be desired, will be furnished by the under- 
signed, to whom all applications for admis- 
sion are to be addressed. By direction of 
the managers. 

Cuares YaRNALL, Secretary, 

No. 39 Market street, Philadelphia. 


7 mo. 9. 


WANTED, a Friend to act as Steward of 
an Institution under the care of Members of 
the Religious Society of Friends. Apply to 


Kimper & Saarpvess, 
No. 8 south Fourth street. 


6th mo. 29. 





Drep, on the 26th of 5th mo. last, at his residence 
in Montpelier, (Vt.) James Srevens, in the 34th year 
of his age. Several! of the latier years of his life were 
marked with active exertions in behalf of the suffer- 
ing and oppressed ; and the effect of Christian prin- 
ciple was exhibited in the patience, fortitude, and even 
cheerfulness with which he endured a long and dis- 
tressing illness; and the resignation and composure 
with which he met his final summons, afford a con- 
soling evidence that with him death had no sting, and 
over him the grave obtained no victory. 

Monkton, 7th mov. 4th, 1839. 






PRINTED BY ADAM WALDIE, 
Carpenter Street, below Seventh, Philadelphia. 












































os 
5 
; 
3 


& 








